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A Message From the Principal…

Hello Gonsalves Grizzlies:
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     As the school year continues to move forward, there is so much that is going on here at Gonsalves.  We’ve enjoyed special events like our Lunar New Year Celebration, the Imagination Machine assemblies where students learned how to write creatively, our father/daughter bowling day, and the Earth Day recycling event, just to name a few.      The learning continues as well, as teachers and students work hard in the classroom covering the standards and preparing for California State Testing coming up in May.  
     I would also like to congratulate all staff, students and families!  Gonsalves has been selected as a National Blue Ribbon Award nominee for 2012.  We are one of 34 schools in the state to receive this honor.  The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program recognizes public and non-public elementary, middle, and high schools where students achieve at very high levels and/or where the achievement gap in narrowing. It is part of a larger U. S. Department of Education effort to identify and disseminate knowledge about best school leadership and teaching practices, and seeks out schools where students attain and maintain high academic goals.  Our application has been submitted and they will make their announcement in the fall.  I’m sure they will see, as I see everyday, that Gonsalves Grizzlies are definitely blue ribbon worthy!

Booster Club Update

By Chris Lim-Yao
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      A BIG thank you to all parents and staff for supporting our school through their generous contributions to the School Cents’ Holiday Dinner and Coat Collection drives.  We were able to prepare 38 Holiday Dinner Drive boxes last December, and we donated 121 coats to the Coat Drive in January.  To date, Gonsalves Elementary has earned more than 30,200 points in School Cents.  There are still opportunities to earn points for our school by liking School Cents in Facebook, participating in various mall-sponsored activities, and logging those shopping receipts.  

Many of our grizzlies and their parents had a great time bonding, bowling, and enjoying good food at the Anaheim 300 during the February 12th Father/Daughter Bowling and March 25th Mother/Son Bowling.    
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We will honor our wonderful teachers as we celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week during the week of May 7th – 11th.

Thursday, May 24th is Community Read Aloud Day, where each of the classrooms will have a visit from a special person in the community who will read an engaging story to our students.

The Home Reading BBQ is scheduled for Friday, May 25th.  So, don’t forget to turn in your reading logs.  You will not want to miss out on all the fun!

Second Grade Spotlight

By Ms.Saworotnow
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When you see a Gonsalves second grader, you might ask them about animals with or without backbones or all about the life cycle of a butterfly.  You’ll probably get to hear all about how we witnessed the phases of Monarch butterflies right here at Gonsalves Elementary School in our special butterfly garden planters! 
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If you ask them about other exciting happenings, you might hear about a walking field trip to Fire Station#35 or a trip to the Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts to hear the Disneyland Band.


Or, you might also find out about the exciting biographies they read during their spectacular Social Science unit on Heroes!  Most recently, second grade has embarked on a Social Science journey back in time to learn about families from long ago and yesterday.  Did you know that photographs and birth certificates are primary sources for learning about our families?  Also, pretty soon you’ll be able to ask a second grader all about soil, rocks and minerals as they journey through Earth Science.  


Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 19th to come see all of this and more at Open House!
Fifth Grade Feature

By Alison Chen, Ellya Gholmieh, 
Erin Kim, Iris Kim, Jaclyn Dong, 
and Nicole Muro
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On February 28, 2012, the fifth graders went to Riley’s Farm.  There were very harsh weather conditions.  It was bitter cold, and there was about 4 inches of snow on the ground.  We learned about the Townshend Acts, the life of colonial people, their manners, and their games.  We were divided into three groups called Plymouth, Lexington, and Charleston, and each group had a helper that led us to every activity.        

The Townshend Acts were a group of acts such as the Tea Act, the Stamp Act, the Paper Act, and the Glass Act.  Since the king of England was greedy, many unfair acts were passed, and this immediately affected the lives of the colonial people.  At Riley’s Farm, the students learned about the hardships of the Soldier Acts.

Manners were very important for colonial people.  They even had a book titled 101 Rules For Manners, 
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written by George Washington.  One rule was, “Children can only speak when spoken to.”  Another rule was, “Children should be seen, not heard.”  There was also a book with 110 rules.  If kids did not follow the rules, they would be given severe punishments.

You would think that there were no games to play a long time ago, but there were several.  There was a game called “Hoops of Grace,” where you would spread tow sticks apart, and toss the hoop to your partner.  The partner would catch the hoop between their two sticks.

At lunch, the employees at Riley’s Farm served us corn bread, beef jerkey, cheddar cheese slices, and red apples, and as a drink, we were served cold lemonade.  It was so cold that we had to eat in the buses.  We all had big appetites from the cold, so everything tasted better than it really was.  After we ate what they gave us, we ate the lunches we brought. 
We learned so much from this amazing, educational, and unforgettable experience at Riley’s Farm.  Although it was very cold, we had a great time.  All the students were heartbroken when we had to leave Riley’s Farm.  If you ever get the chance to go up there in the winter, don’t forget to wear your boots! 

Library News
By Mrs. Alpago

The library at Gonsalves is home to over 13,000 books that are available for students to read and enjoy.  Unfortunately, many of these books are outdated or damaged, and due to California’s economy, our library no longer receives state money to purchase new books to replace them.  However, we are fortunate to have the Birthday Book Club, sponsored by Booster Club, to help supply our library with much-needed new books, while honoring the student’s special day.


To take part in the Birthday Book Club, parents fill out an order form, enclose $20.00, and submit the Birthday Book order to the school office.  Participating students are then called to the library, all on one designated day during their birthday month, to select a book from a special cart filled with new, grade-appropriate books.  The book is then personalized with the student’s name on a nameplate which is affixed to the inside cover of the book.  The student is the first to enjoy this wonderful addition to the Gonsalves library.
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