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A Message From the Principal...

“Healthy Choices = HEALTHY kids”

Just a reminder.....District and School policy PROHIBIT
birthday celebrations at school. Please do NOT send in
treats, cupcakes, donuts, cakes, goodie bags, etc. as we will
be unable to distribute them to the children. Thank you for
your generosity and understanding that the celebrations and
treats need to be kept at home. For your information, we
publicly acknowledge alt students celebrating birthdays each
Monday at our Spirit Assembly. If you have any questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.

“Here comes the test...”
As you have heard, standardized testing is just around the
corner. Although the testing schedule varies from grade level
to grade level (2* grade through 6™ grade), our testing win-
dow is April 28® through May 11 Many parents ask how
they can help their children prepare for the tests. The Con-
tent Standards Tests (CST’s) are just that. Tests of the Cali-
fomia standards taught in our classrooms. Our curriculum is
“standards-based.” Our report cards are “standards-based.”
Your children ARE ready for the tests — or at least they
WILL be by the end of April. So back to your question...
how can you help? Here are a few “Test-Taking Tips” rec-
ommended by the professional experts:
e Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep before
every test.
« Provide a light, healthy breakfast on test days ... aMUST!
» Have your child dress comfortably and arrive at school ON
TIME!
o Send your child off to school with confidence-building
words of praise and support: “You'll do great! Believe in
yourself! I love you!”
« Suggest that your child breathe deeply and relax before and
during the test.
o Remind your child to read directions carefully and look at
all the answers before choosing one.
o Tell your child to check his or her answers before turning
in the test.
» Encourage doing well, but stress that one test won’t meas-
ure all your child can do.
PLEASE do not schedule trips, dental or medical appoint-
ments, or early pickups on testing days.
Thank you for your support.

“And the planning begins...”

The staff and I are planning for next school year and soon
we will be sitting down to make classroom assignments
based upon our best estimate of the enrollment projections
for next year. About this time of the year, we begin to hear
from some parents who want to request a specific teacher for
their child for next year. They want “the best teacher” for
their child and they believe they know who that is based on
what they have seen and heard.

As the principal, I visit classrooms almost every day for
the purpose of observing teachers teaching and students
learning. Iknow the instructional skills of every teacher bet-
ter than anyone else in the school or the community does,
becauge I have observed various aspects daily. I could not,
in all honesty, tell you who the very best teacher is, because
there is no one teacher who is the best in everything. In talk-
ing about the “best teacher” one must ask “best in what
area?” Teaching is made up of hundreds of sub skills, and
1o one is.the best at all of them.

When we assemble classes we try to make them heteroge-
neous. The major factors we consider are: the child’s dem-
onstrated achievement in reading on a daily basis, if the child
is a fast learner, an average learner or slow leamer, the qual-
ity of the student’s citizenship, his/her work and study hab-
its, whether he/she is a discipline problem, if he/she is a
leader or a follower, how his/her personality will fit in with
the others in the class, if his/her leadership potential will
have an opportunity to develop in the class, and the boy-girl
ratio in the class. You can see this is a complicated process,
and is based upon our best assessment of each child.

We group children for instructional purposes, and plac-
ing them in class based on any other factors would defeat
this purpose. Now to the main question “How to get the best
teacher for my child?"The key ingredient in this process is
trust. You need to trust the current year teachers to make the
best placement possible with all the information at their dis-
posal. We will do the best job of placement we can, because
it is important to us that every child has the best chance for
success. We appreciate your trust and support.

We do NOT consider social factors such as the amount of
friends the child will have in the new class as children are
adaptable and will make friends wherever they are placed.
We do not place children solely on the basis of the parent’s
preferences or the teacher’s reputation in the community.
(Continue on next page)
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However, parents may fill out a “Parent Information About
Their Student” form available in the office. This form may
give us more information that may be helpful in the placement
of your child. Forms must be returned by Friday, May 21,
2010.

Do you have a little chef at home?

Enrolf your children in a fun class this summer that will teach
them the basics of cooking and baking. Students will learn fun
recipes like Cinnamon Rolls and Fettuccini Alfredo that they
can make at home with their familyt Check out this and other
summer activities by logging on to www.abeadultschool.com
or call 562-926-6734.

California Distinguished School update

The 2010 California School Recognition Program (CSRP)
directly focuses on California’s students and their entitlement
to an equitable and rigorous education. Under the 2010 CSRP,
the California Distinguished Schools Award identifies and
honors those schools that have demenstrated educational ex-
cellence for all students and progress in narrowing the
achievement gap.

In order to be invited to apply for Distinguished School hon-
ors, schools must meet a variety of eligibility criteria including
designated federal and state accountability measures based on
No Child Left Behind (NCLB), Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP), and the Academic Performance Index (API) require-
ments. Gonsalves Elementary School was invited to apply for
this honor last Fall, The criteria for school selection are based
on the submission of an application, including a comprehen-
sive description of two of the school’s successful signature
practices, an application review, along with a site visit de-
signed to validate the full implementation of the submitted
practices.

Applications are reviewed for completeness by teams of edu-
cators from across the state under the direction of the Califor-
nia Department of Education (CDE). Applications deemed
complete are moved forward in the process as a state nominee.
Each nominee receives a site visit by a team of educators to
validate the full implementation of the submitted practices.
The site visits are conducted as a collaborative effort between
the CDE and county superintendents of schools.

Our application was submitted in December and we became
a state nominee. A validation visit was conducted on March 4%
by a team from the Los Angeles County Office of Education.
At the completion of the visitation, we were informed that the
recommendation was being made to recognize us as a distin-
guished school, “without hesitation.” On Thursday, April 15"
we received the much anticipated phone call from State Super-
intendent Jack O’Connell making our recognition “official.”
Thank you for your support — we could not have made it to
this level without you. “Gensalves Grizzly Familles RULE!”

Can’t read the paper anymore?

Maybe we can help. We currently have 14 pairs of children’s
glasses in the office. We have made announcements and asked
children to come in and claim their lost glasses, but now we
need your help. Please come and check out our merchandise.
Any unclaimed glasses will be donated to a charity in June.

Booster Club Update

During the week of April 26™- April 30" we
honor our wonderful teachers as we
celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week.

The Home Reading BBQ is scheduled for
Friday, May 28", So, don’t forget to turn in
all of your reading logs because you will not
want to miss out on all of the fun!

It has been another great year for the
Booster Club and we would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of our parents for
your awesome support throughout the year.
We would not be able to do what we do
without you.
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And the medal goes fo......
On Friday, April 23 75 students received “gold
medals” to recognize their performance on the
California Standards Test (CST) over the last two
years. 58 students received medals and pins for scoring
a perfect 600 on one or more portions of the test. The
members of the “600 Club” were then treated to a
delicious breakfast at Mimi’s Café, compliments of
Booster Club. An additional 44 students also received
medals for being “On A Roll” to success in their
classrooms. And finally 22 students received
certificates celebrating their redesignation to “English

Proficiency.” Con%ratulations Grizzlies! *

Calendar Highlights

Apr28 ~ May 11 STAR Testing (2nd~6th Grade)

May 9 Mother's Day
May 26 Sack Lunch Day

May 28 Home Reading BBQ
May 31 Memorial Day HOLIDAY
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Discovery Science Center
by Jeffrey Yoh, Miss Flaming’s class, Room 309

Did you know that fourth graders went on a great
field trip to the Discovery Science Center? The first
thing I did when we entered the Discovery Science
Center was examine the red pin wall with friends.

I tried really hard to reach the top of the wall, bur
had no luck. Trying to cover the whole wall of pins
was no better, so, [ gave up on this activity. Next,
we thought the bed of nails was interesting.. Even
though the line was longer than an elephant's
trunk, it was worth it to line up. The line moved
surprisingly quick and after only a brief 5 minute
wait, it was our turn to feel the nails. 1slowly laid
down on the bed and my head leaned on the soft
pillow. The spiky nails slowly went up and down.
It felt like [ was about to touch a very sharp knife!
After this experience, we went to check out the
earthquake shaking center. There was a television
in this center that you could watch that showed the
many earthquakes happening in the world. My
friend pressed a yellow button and the small room
we were in shook rapidly. We had an extremely
fun time at the Discovery Science Center!

Colonial Day
By Eshaan, Annie, Ashley, Maggie, Rishi & Nicholas

On Friday March 26% 2010, the fifth graders
participated in our annual Colonial Day activities.
We dressed up as colonial children and enjoyed a
special day. Activities such as butter churning,
target practice, Pinch-a-Pot, Jacobs's Ladders, Paul
Revere's Readers Theater, Silhouettes, Spiced
Cider, Patriot/Loyalist flags, and Funnel Cakes
allowed us to experience what being a colonial
child was like. After recess, all the fifth graders
sewed marble bags and then we played a game of
“Ring Taw”.

The entire day was inspired by the colonial era, in
which people were very different than today. We
made a lot of things, because inhabitants of the
colonial era did not have anything made for them.
We also had fun with ingenious crafts and games
such as marbles and Jacob’s Ladders. Fifth graders
learned everything from colonial eticuette to
churning butter. As you can see, Colonial Day is
super fun, yet, educational. For K-4™, we hope that
an anmual Colonial Day will continue so you too can
experience the educational exuberance of colonial
times!

As we approach testing week,
you may hear us singing.....

Nine-hundred, fifty-seven,
Sounded like heaven.
Nine-hundred, fifty eight,
Would be so great.
Buuuut!
Nine-hundred, fifty nine,
Would be divinelll!
GO GRIZZLIES!

(Mrs. Anderson’s 2™ graders)

6th Grade Experiences
by Sarah Bach and Christina Hur

6th Grade has been a wonderful experience for all
of us! There were a lot of fun activities we enjoyed
throughout this year. Some of the most memorahle
events include camp at Arrowhead Ranch, the
movie “Oceans,” and the Vienna Boys Choir
performance we saw at the Cerritos Center for the
Performing Arts (CCPA).

Some memories of camp are hiking six hours a day,
playing in the piles of snow, and meeting the camp
mascots. During our long, adventurous hikes we
came upon natural charcoal, from a huge lightning
struck tree, which we used to paint ourselves.
Occasionally, there were fresh animal tracks on
both the trail and trunks of trees.

Every time there was no food waste, we got an ort
bead. An ort bead is a glow in the dark bead which
we earn after the meal. We earned 7 ort beads! It
was easy to earn the ort beads because the food was
so good and we were always hungry after the long
hikes. Our teachers were so proud of us, and the
staff of the camp was impressed.

6" grade was a great year, but we look forward to
the future and middle school. Thank you to all for
supporting us through the years.

WANTED: Newsletter Publisher

As we say “Good Bye” and “Thank You” to Mrs. Ko
for volunteering as our newsletter publisher for the past
several years, we find it necessary to recruit a new
publisher.

We guarantee lots of editing, missed deadlines, and
MUCH FUN working with the Gonsalves Staff.

Please see Ms. Saworotnow or Mrs. Ross if you have
any questions. Gonsalves School will even purchase
publishing software for your use.
THANK YOU Mrs. Ko
You were a WONDERFUL publisher and we
appreciate all your hours of hard work!
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OCPA = Arts Teach Assembly

On Friday, March 19, the students were treated to a musi-
cal performance by Danza Azteca Xochipilli. This group
preserves the ancient traditions of the Aztec people
through stories, mmsic and dance. The students learned
how each of the four cardinal directions symbolizes an
important aspect of Aztec culture. Also, the number 13
was important to Aztecs—they had 13 days in a
week! The dancers used a variety of instruments: the hue-
huetl, a large drum made from a hollow tree; the teponax-
tle, a two-toned slit log drum; the tlapitzalli, a bamboo
flute; and oyoyotl made from seeds of the Ayoyote tree.
Students enjoyed the rich rhythms created by the drum,
flute, and rattle. Thank you, Booster Club for this adven-
ture in Aztec culture!

DAL LAN

$tudent Council
Written By: Kayla Katsuda and Estlier Cook

Thank you all for supporting Student Council in our Book
Fair. We were excited to work with “Mrs. Nelson’s Book
Fair.” This was our first time working with this company.
There were many books for each reading level and age—
including parentst

This was also our first time selling Jamba Juice! The fla-
vors we sold were Strawberry Whirl and Mega Mango. We
hope to sell Jamba Juice again later this year as the weather
begins to warm up.

Recently we donated $200 worth of Ralph’s and Target
gift cards to a less fortunate family in our community whose
four boys are a part of our ABC Unified School District fam-
ily.

Back in March, our Green Day class winners were Mrs,
Becker, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Jaser, Mrs, Yoon, Mrs. Anderson,
Mrs. Penman, and Mrs. Dorsz. But, due to the great overall
participation, all classes were invited to our movie date when
we watched Princess and the Frog, Winning classes were
treated to a tasty snack afterwards.

We hope the exciting activities and yummy treat to kick
off CST testing were enjoyable . Fourth through sixth grad-
ers were invited to attend an Ice Cream Social on Friday,
April 23 from 2:45-4:00 while second and third graders
enjoyed an alternative “cool” treat .

FLAP Chinese i;angu-age Learning Program

By Francheska

As a 6% grade student attending the FLAP Chinese Language earning program, [ have learned
.. to speak many difficult Chinese sentences fluently and write complicated characters easily.

Guardians and ecucators believe that having the ability to speak and wrire other languages is
better for a child's future. For example, if a child that is able speak and write Chinese works for a
company that links with China, that child would be able to communicate with his or her clients
from China.

Mandarin Chinese has been one of the frequently used languages spoken in the United States.
Every language a child has the ability to speak and write helps apen their future wider and

brighter.
During Chinese classes the students learn different, multiple words. For example, the English

term for “géu” is canine. And the English term for * nidio” is bird. If you want ro tell someone that
you love them in Chinese, you should say to them, “W shi hudn nil” And if you want to say hello in
Chinese you say, “Ni Hdol”

The FLAP Chinese Language Learning Program is a magnificent benefit and
opportunity for many children’s future. I believe that one change can change all.

[ have read the newsletter: (Signature)

Child’s Name Teacher’s Name





