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A Message From the Principal...

Gonsalves students spell magnanimously....
Our school-wide Spelling Bee
GUNSAWESA‘&'E‘E“TM was held on Thursday, January
X 14, 2010. Two students from
* each classroom competed for
the honor of representing our
school at the District Spelling
Bee in February. Congratula-
tions to 4% grader, Hailey
Jones who was still standing
after sixteen “rounds” of com-
petition and correctly spelled
definition of magnanimous is

The

“magnanimous.”
“showing or suggesting a lofty and courageous spirit.” 6™
grader runner up, Jennifer Kim, and Hailey were magnani-
mous as they showed their spirit. Congratulations to the fol-
lowing classroom representatives: 4™ graders: Abby Castillo,

Hailey Jones, Blake Han,
Sanjana Koushik, Stepha-
nie Chen, and Margaret
Yiu. 5% graders: Kyle
Sheu, Felix Yau, Annie |§
Oh, Marika Sarmonge-
nes, Samuel Cho, and
Shyam Gandi. 6% grad-
ers: Andrew Chen, Jenni-
fer Kim, Albert Lee, Jas-
mine Lu, Lulu Working,
Richard Zhao.

GONSALVES ELE MENTARY
SPELLING BEE

Keep our Grizglies safe.....

Please, PLEASE, PLEASE honor our school safety program
by making sure your children are supervised at ALL times.
Our morming supervision begins at 8:10. Many students are
still reporting to school between 7:45 and 8:10. There is NO
SUPERVISION and some students are engaging
in “horseplay” and someone is going to get hurt. Please
do not let it be your child! If your children walk to school,
send them a few minutes later. If you drop off your children
please have them remain in the car a little longer....maybe
you could read aloud with your child for a few minutes, re-
view the spelling words, or play a Math game while waiting.
THANK YOU for your cooperation!

Check us out on the World Wide Web

Have a question? Need an answer? Want to know the latest?
Please check out our NEW website at www.gonses.k12.ca.us
or www.gonses.weebly.com 4% grade teacher Mrs. Jaser-
Cendejas is working hard to keep you up-to-date on all the
happenings at school. If you have a question, please check
our website BEFORE calling the office. Thank you!

Gonsalves receives a community honor once again.

The California Business for Education Excellence (CBEE)
announced that Gonsalves would be added to their 2009
Honor Roll list. We are being recognized by California’s
business community for having demonstrated consistent high
student academic achievement and having made significant
progress toward closing achievement gaps among all our stu-
dents. We were recognized at the last District Board meeting
and received a certificate and a large banner to display in
honor of our accomplishments. Thank you parents for your
constant support of our educational programs. Our united
efforts really pay off!

Students excel at school AND in our local community
Congratulations to the following students who participated in
the 7% Annual Children’s Art and Short Story Contests
sponsored by the Cerritos Public Library. Short Stories:
First Place- Abhishek Iyer - 4™ Grade, Second Place - San-
jana Koushik - 4™ Grade, Second Place - Andrew Chen - 6™
Grade. Art: Second Place - Eric Han - 2* Grade, First Place
- Sanjana Koushik - 4% Grade. These talented Grizzlies were
honored at an awards reception at the Library in December.

A change in the GATE program.....

Due to the current state budget issues, ABCUSD will be sus-
pending a portion of the GATE testing (the NNAT2 test) as
part of the GATE identification process for this year and
probably the next year. We will continue to follow the Cali-
fornia Department of Education’s (CDE) requirements to use
multiple measures to identify students for the GATE pro-
gram. We will continue to follow the California Department
of Education's requirements to use multiple measures to
identify students for the GATE program: CST's (that all 2nd
- 6th graders take in May) and the Teacher Observation
Form which measures the amount of GATE attributes the
students demonstrates in the classroom.

(Continue on next page)
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A notice from the Sheriff’s Department - ATTENTION —
ARTESIA RESIDENTS!
The Artesia Police Department has asked me to share this
information with you:
“There has been an increase of residents in your area becom-
ing victims of Identity Theft/Fraud. We believe mail theft
may be occurring in your area. While we are investigating
these, we wanted to inform you to help prevent having more
victims. Please consider the following precautions when
handling your mail and personal paperwork:
- Shred trash with personal information
- Consider a locking mailbox
- Hand outgoing mail to mailman, drop it in a locked box,
or take it to the Post Office
- Keep an eye out on your neighborhood and report
suspicious people or activities
For additional information please contact the special assign-
ment team at 562-623-3530.”

Parent access to on-line student information

Did you know that you may access on-line information about
your students including general enrollment information and
lunch account balance? If you would like to participate in
this program and did not register last year, simply bring pic-
ture identification to the office and complete the blue online
information card, registering your email address. Following
completion of your application directions for logging on will
be sent electronically. This is a VERY informative tool espe-
cially for your middle school and/or high school students
because additional information is available on the website
for those levels.

Orange County Performing Arts Center
Arts Teach Assemblys
Storytelling in Language, Lore and History

Jim Cogan captured his andience with his storytelling assem-
bly on January 8, 2010. Using only his voice, sounds, move-
ment and facial expressions he told stories that captivated
kindergarteners to sixth graders. Through audience partici-
pation, students learned the elements of a story and experi-
enced the magic of storytelling. Jim Cogan wove the stu-
dents’ unique ideas into the story seamlessly. The students
laughed and learned through several folktales. He showed
the students how important storytelling is and encouraged
them to use their own stories to entertain others. Thank you
Booster Club for bringing this assembly to Gonsalves ES!
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Booster Club Update

School Cents Coat Collection Drive

Thank you so much to all of the parents and staff for the gen-
erous contributions to the School Cents Coat Collection
Drive. We had a total of 37 coats donated, which translated
into 18,500 points! We could not have done it without you
and we could not thank you enough for your participa-
tion. Next year, let's see if we can double that amount!

Calendars ready? Get set to mark some exciting dates:

Mother/Son Dinner

Thursday, February 18th is the date for the Mother/Son Din-
ner at John's Incredible Pizza in Buena Park. Everyone is
sure to have a great time while enjoying some fun activities,
playing games, and eating some good food!

Community Read Aloud

Tuesday, March 2nd is Community Read Aloud Day where
each classroom at Gonsalves ES will have a visit from a spe-
cial person in the community who will read an interesting
story.

Father/Daughter Dinner

Friday, March 5th is the date for the Father/Daughter Dinner
set for Cerritos Park East. The theme this year is a Iuan, so
get ready for a maika'i (good) time!

Calendar Highlights

Feb 15 President's Day (No School)
Feb 18 Mother/Son Dinner at John's Pizza
Feb 22 Washington’s Birthday (No School)

Feb 24 Sack Lunch Day

Mar 5§ Spring Pictures

Mar 14 Daylight Savings Begins

Mar 24 Sack Lunch Day

Apr 1 Early Dismissal

Apr 2~11 Spring Break

Apr 15 Open House (Early Dismissal)

Apr 28 Sack Lunch Day

Apr 28~May 11 STAR Testing (Grades 2nd~6th)
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2 Thank you to all the Gonsalves Families who partici-
pated in our Lunar New Year's celebration on Monday,
February 8th. The entertainment was great and the food e
was delicious. Thank you for all the treats for students e

b S and staff alike. HAPPY NEW YEAR! 2
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I have read the newsletter: (Signature)

Student Council

Elections were on Friday, February 5% Fourth through
Sixth Graders have the opportunity to run for office and vote
for their peers. It’s important to vote for the best qualified
candidate for each office. We applaud all who chose to run
for Student Council in this election.

Student Council will be selling Valentine Fruit Snacks
from Feb. 10® -12%. Valentine Fruit Snacks will be $0.50
each or 3 packs for $1. These heart-shaped snacks will be
sold at lunch recess and after school. On the 12* they will be
sold only at lunch recess and we will be delivering before
the school day ends. YOU MAY NOT TAKE THE PACK-
AGES AFTER BUYING, IF BOUGHT DURING SCHOOL
HOURS. If you choose to purchase after school hours, you
may take the purchase with you. Please remind your child, to
write the name and room number of the designated recipi-
ent..

If you have any pictures for the yearbook, we would
greatly appreciate it if you submit them to Mrs. Yanny or
Mrs. Chiechi.

Thank you for supporting our school by purchasing juice
bars. We have been informed that some customers would
prefer to have coconut over pineapple and watermelon. We
apologize for the delay in the banana juice bar shipment. Be
sure to share your opinion about your favorite juice bar fla-
vor with our after-school sellers on duty.

From the profit of the juice bars sales, Holiday Extrava-
ganza, and many other events supported by Student Council,
we earned more than $2000 which we are planning to use to
purchase new PE equipment.

The GES Student Council thanks you for your continued
support of our organization!
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